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CULTURAL FACILITIES 
CONCEPTUAL PLAN 


Boston has the highest concentration of historic 
theaters of any American city outside of New York. In addi- 
tion to its active theaters, Midtown’s vacant theaters and 
development sites offer the opportunity to add a cluster of 
small new cultural facilities which will be accessible and af- 
fordable. Combined with restaurants, shops open into the 
evening, night-clubs, cabarets, sidewalk cafes, and public 
art, they will transform the historic theater district into a 
multi-faceted Cultural District. 

The arts community has identified needed theaters 
and galleries to be shared by non-profit groups. The map 
shows potential locations for these facilities. 

The City will work with artists, community groups, and 
property owners to locate the needed facilities within the 
Cultural District. 


Vacant Buildings Proposed for Renovation 


A. Saxon/Majestic for 799+ seat proscenium theater 

B. Publix/Gaiety for Asian performing arts center 

C. Essex Theater replaced with 199 seat experimental 
theater 

D. Paramount Theater for 499 seat dance theater 

E. Modern Theater for 400 seat concert hall 

F. Steinert Hall for 200 seat concert hall 

G. Liberty Tree Halls for studio/rehearsal space 

H. Former Chauncy for studio/rehearsal space 


Street Power 
Station 


New Facilities Proposed as Part of 


New Construction 

a. Parcel C-4 one 250 seat performance art space 
and four 2,000 sq.ft. membership 
galleries 

b. Hinge Block 199 seat theater, Visual Arts Center 


with several visual arts exhibit 
spaces, galleries, experimental 
film/video cinema, art galleries, and 
major public space 

c. Parcel 30 499 seat flex-space theater 


d. Hayward Place Site 199 seat dance theater and 199 seat 
experimental theater 


e. Former Gary Theater additional backstage space for 
Saxon/Majestic and shop, storage, 
studio/rehearsal, and arts office space 


f. Parcel P-7/Wilbur potential new home of the Institute 
Theater of Contemporary Art 


g. Park Square Project commercial galleries 
h. Other Potential Sites mew cultural facilities 
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MIDTOWN CULTURAL 
DISTRICT PLAN 4-88 


CITY OF BOSTON OFFICE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
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Theater Boulevards - segments of main streets 
with maior theaters; like "Broadway" in character 


fa Theater Alleys - small pedestrian ways with small 
and experimental theaters and nightclubs; like 
“off-Broxdway" in character. 


&aa New through block connectors. 


Nese 
c= Existing active theaters 


ae Vacant theaters - worthy of preservation 
bes 


4 Vacant theaters - substantially altered 


Anticipated development sites 


oy Potential sites for new performance and visual 
4 arts facilities 


i> Potential public spaces for art installations, public 
Ss Se performances, sitting areas, and sidewalk cafes 


< | Exeansion of Chinatown to Washington Street 


